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Supporting Local Democracy in [STATE] / [OR USE CAMPAIGN NAME FOR HEADING] 

Here in [STATE], we have taken many positive steps to improve the health of people across the state. We want to make sure cities, towns, and counties continue to have the option to build on this progress and pass laws to help their communities and local businesses thrive.

Increasingly, states are enacting laws that prevent local governments from taking action on certain issues. We’re even starting to see it happen in [STATE]: 

[INSERT EXAMPLES OF PREEMPTION EFFORTS IN THE STATE]

Our state should support local governments that want to pass laws to protect health and promote equity in their communities. What works in one part of [STATE] doesn’t always apply to other parts of our state. Local governments should be able to pass laws to meet the needs and values of the people living in their communities. 

When states block locally elected officials from passing laws, it can put the health and well-being of residents at risk and increase disparities. 

[INSERT EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL LOCAL LAWS THAT HAVE HELPED COMMUNITIES AND BUSINESSES. LOOK FOR EXAMPLES FROM YOUR STATE AND/OR THE POLICY TOPIC YOU’RE FOCUSED ON OR THAT MAY FACE PREEMPTION. INCLUDE RELEVANT RESEARCH THAT SUPPORTS THE POLICY.]

We want policies to be effective—meaning the policy has the intended impact and resources are not wasted—and we want everyone to benefit from the changes policies create. But we need to start with the areas that have the greatest health or economic need, then expand. That is why it’s so important for local elected officials to be able to create and adapt policies to meet the needs of their communities. 

As a leader in our state, you can help protect local democracy and preserve the ability of local governments to build on the progress that’s been made at the state level.
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