
Allowable 501(c)(3) Activity

• Civic Engagement

• Voter registration

• Get-out-the-vote

• Public Education

• Issue Advocacy

• Candidate briefings

• Candidate forums, debates and questionnaires 
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• Easier to conduct and legally 
safer than voter registration.

• Can use foundation grants.

• Vitally important for 
organizations focused on 
children.

Non-partisan Get-Out-The-Vote
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• Child under 6 leads to 3-5% decrease in 
propensity to vote.

• Larger effects on low-income and BIPOC 
households.

• Due to “cost” of going to polls, not to 
decreased political awareness or interest.

Why is 501(c)(3) GOTV So Important?
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Sources: 
Angela Cools (2022), “Parents, Infants, and Voter Turnout: Evidence from the United States.”
David Arnold (2013), “The Effect of Children on Voter Turnout.”



• Proven solutions: 

• Shorter wait times reduce the effect

• Vote-by-mail eliminates discrepancy.

• What other solutions can we brainstorm?

Why is 501(c)(3) GOTV So Important?

Sources: 
Angela Cools (2022), “Parents, Infants, and Voter Turnout: Evidence from the United States.”
David Arnold (2013), “The Effect of Children on Voter Turnout.”
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• Must be non-partisan: Can’t support particular candidate or party

• Messaging: Safer to mention lots of issues to ensure your program 
is not aligned with any candidate.

• Targeting – Either:
• Everyone in the public; or
• Historically underrepresented communities

What are the Boundaries?
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Protegiendo 
a los 

Votantes

Educar y 
Involucrar

Reformar el 
Dinero en la 

Política

Defendiend
o el Medio 
Ambiente

Construyendo 
Comunidad

Quien es La 
Liga?

Una organización voluntaria no partidista de mujeres y 
hombres.



The League of Women Voters was founded by suffragists in 1920 as a 
‘mighty political experiment’ to help newly enfranchised women exercise 
their new rights as voters.



It was then, and is now, a nonpartisan organization.
LWV never supports or opposes candidates or political parties.





The League of Women Voters is the largest nonpartisan, 
volunteer-driven, on-the-ground registrant of voters in the 
United States.
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Tens of thousands of tenacious 
League members are leading 
the charge to empower voters 
and defend democracy.







We make thousands of contacts with voters to Get Out the Vote through 
postcards, phone banks, and canvasses, especially encouraging turnout in 
low-propensity voting areas.



Nos Vemos en Las Urnas! 
www.LWVlosangeles.org

(213) 368-1616

@lwvlosangeles

http://www.lwvlosangeles.org/join
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