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Knetta Adkins 
Organizing Manager 
Georgians for a Healthy Future 
 

 

Monica Aguilar 
she/her/ella 
Program Manager 
California Latinas for Reproductive Justice 
Los Angeles, California 90086 
maguilar@clrj.org 
831.315.9917 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

'@latinas4RJ 
LinkedIn: 

Monica Aguilar 
Instagram: 

'@latinas4rj 
 

Bio: 
Monica Aguilar is the Program Manager for California Latinas for 
Reproductive Justice, she recently received her MPH from UCLA and has 
a passion for advocacy and advancing health equity through a 
reproductive justice lens. 
 

Mayra Alvarez 
she/her/ella 
President 
The Children's Partnership 
Los Angeles, California 90017 
malvarez@childrenspartnership.org 
202.701.3662 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/mayra.e.alvarez 
https://www.facebook.com/kidspartnership 

Twitter:  
'@mayraealvarez 
'@kidspartnership 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mayra-e-alvarez-01184383/ 

Instagram: 
'@mayraealvarez 
 

Bio: 
Since 2015, Mayra E Alvarez has served as President of The 
Children's Partnership, a California advocacy organization 
focused on advancing child heath equity through research, 
community engagement, and policy. 
 
 

David Artushin 
he/him/his 
Advocacy campaign manager 
Charleston Hope 
Charleston, South Carolina 29466 
david@charlestonhope.org 
734.819.2153 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

'@charlestonhope12 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/davidartushin 
Instagram: 

'@charleston_hope 
 

Bio: 
David Artushin is the Advocacy Campaign Manager for the Charleston, 
South Carolina based nonprofit, Charleston Hope. In this role, he 
advocates for new policy initiatives that will have a positive impact on 
children's mental and behavioral health in Charleston public schools. 

2023 Voices for Healthy Kids Summit Participants  
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Bailey Ashbaker 
she/her/ella 
Senior Policy and Engagement Specialist 
Hunger Free Oklahoma 
OKC, Oklahoma 73117 
bailey.ashbaker@hungerfreeok.org 
405.818.0263 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/HungerFreeOK/ 
Twitter:  

'@notashleybaker 
'@HungerFreeOK 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bailey-ashbaker-287356158/ 
 

Bio: 
Bailey is a passionate advocate for human-centered policymaking 
and elevating systemic solutions to hunger. 
 
 
 
 
 

BerThaddaeus Bailey 
Managing Director of My Brother's Keeper Tulsa 
ImpactTulsa 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120 
bbailey@impacttulsa.com 
918.206.6852 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

Facebook.COM/berthaddaeus 
Facebook.COM/impacttulsa 

Twitter:  
Twitter.COM/bthaddaeus 
 

Bio: 
BedThaddaeus serves to ensure equitable access to opportunity 
specifically for Black and brown boys and their families in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. 

Kim Baldwin 
VP Community Impact 
American Heart Association 
 

 

Laura Balis 
she/her/hers 
Research Scientist 
Gretchen Swanson Center for Nutrition 
Omaha, Nebraska 68154 
lbalis@centerfornutrition.org 
531.895.4138 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

'@LauraBalis 
'@GretchenSwanson 

LinkedIn: 
Laura Balis 
 

Bio: 
Dr. Balis' work focuses on supporting the uptake of environment and 
policy level physical activity and nutrition interventions in community 
settings. 
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Leanne Barrett 
she/her/hers 
Senior Policy Analyst/Campaign Coordinator 
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT/RIght from the Start Campaign 
Providence, Rhode Island 2903 
lbarrett@rikidscount.org 
401.742.2772 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/RIghtFromTheStartRI/ 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/RIghtStartRI 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/leanne-barrett-996a549/ 
 

Bio: 
At Rhode Island KIDS COUNT for 18 years, Leanne coordinates the 
RIght from the Start Campaign and the Rhode Island Early Learning 
Council and has been a leader in developing state laws, policies, 
and systems to expand access to high-quality child care, Pre-K, 
Head Start, Early Intervention, family home visiting, maternal and 
early childhood mental health services, and paid family leave. 
 
 
 

Sarah Biehl 
she/her/hers 
Policy Director 
Ohio Mayors Alliance 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
sarah@ohiomayorsalliance.org 
773.517.1154 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/OhioMayorsAlliance 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/sarah_biehl 
https://twitter.com/OhioMayors 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarah-biehl-b177196/ 
 

Bio: 
Sarah Biehl leads policy advocacy work at the Ohio Mayors Alliance, 
which is a bipartisan coalition of mayors of 30 of the largest cities in Ohio. 

Katie Bishop Kendrick 
she/her/hers 
National Senior Advocacy Consultant 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Longmeadow, Massachusetts 1106 
Katie.BishopKendrick@heart.org 
401.339.3608 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/katherine-bishop-kendrick-ms-
mph-aa31b62b 

 

Bio: 
Katie is a National Senior Advocacy Consultant with Voices for 
Healthy Kids, covering school foods, SNAP, produce prescriptions, 
and preemption partnerships. 

Melissa Boteach 
she/her/hers 
Vice President, Income Security and Child Care/Early Learning 
National Women's Law Center 
Washington DC, USA, District of Columbia 20016 
mboteach@nwlc.org 
202.403.1377 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

'@mboteach 
'@nwlc 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/melissa-boteach-7a9b378/ 

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/nationalwomenslawcenter/ 
 

Bio: 
Melissa Boteach is the Vice President for Income Security and Child 
Care/Early Learning at National Women's Law Center (NWLC), where she 
oversees National Women's Law Center’s advocacy, policy, and public 
education strategies to ensure that all women and families have the 
income and supports they need to thrive. 
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Andrew Bradley 
he/him/his 
Policy Director 
Prosperity Indiana 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
abradley@prosperityindiana.org 
317.222.1221 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/AndrewBradleyUS 
https://twitter.com/INHumanServices 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewgbradley/ 
 

Bio: 
Andrew Bradley is Policy Director for Prosperity Indiana, the 
statewide association for community economic development, and 
serves as Board President for the Indiana Coalition for Human 
Services. 
 
 
 
 
 

Kirby Brown 
she/her/hers 
Executive Assistant 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Dallas, Texas 75243 
Kirby.Brown@heart.org 
214.542.2233 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirbybrown-
dallas?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base_contact
_details%3Bk68%2B3meCSIy%2FDMQNYGpCZQ%3D%3D 

 

Bio: 
Kirby Brown recently joined the VFHK Team on September 5th as the 
executive assistant providing administrative support to Lori Fresina and 
her team. 

Shameca Brown 
she/her/hers 
Director 
Harrison Hope 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74137 
info@harrisonhope.org 
918.402.3724 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

'@harrisonhope 
 

Bio: 
Shameca K. Brown is a dedicated advocate for mental health and 
well-being. As the Executive Director of Harrison Hope, she leads 
the organization's efforts in providing essential mental health 
education and training to empower individuals and families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audra Brulc 
Community Initiatives Coordinator 
Healthy Minds Policy Initiative 
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Eric Bucher 
he/him/his 
Chief executive officer 
Arizona Association for the Education of Young Children 
Phoenix, Arizona 85020 
ebucher@azaeyc.org 
602.935.9905 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/ezbucher 
www.facebook.com/AzAEYC 

Twitter:  
www.twitter.com/ezbucher 
 

Bio: 
Dr. Eric Bucher works to advance a well-supported, well-
compensated early childhood profession as the chief executive 
officer of the Arizona Association for the Education of Young 
Children. 
 
 
 
 
 

Raquel Bueno-Morales 
she/her/hers 
Natl Senior Advocacy Consultant 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Berkeley, California 94707 
Raquel.Bueno-Morales@heart.org 
503.704.8332 
 

 

Bio: 
Raquel is responsible for providing strategic guidance to policy 
campaigns on a variety of issues including paid family and medical 
leave, increasing access to tap water, decreasing sugary drink 
consumption. She also Co-Leads Voices Equity Cohort work. 

Susan Butler-Staub 
Policy & Community Engagement Coordinator 
North Carolina Early Education Coalition 
 

 

Laura Coleman 
she/her/hers 
Media Relations Manager Advocacy 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Nashville, Tennessee 37214 
laura.coleman@heart.org 
601.832.9101 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/laura-coleman/ 
 

Bio: 
Laura Coleman is the Advocacy Media Relations Manager for Voices for 
Healthy Kids who guides and supports grantees on how to strategically 
cultivate and manage relationships with media representatives in order 
to advance public policy initiatives. 
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Christine Compton 
National Senior Advocacy Consultant 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
 

 

Jake Cook 
he/him/his 
Chief Operating Officer 
Climb CDC 
Gulfport, Mississippi 39501 
jcook@climbcdc.org 
205.515.0380 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

Climb CDC 
 

Bio: 
Jake has made a positive impact in the communities in which he has 
served/serves, guiding them towards success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crystal Crawford 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Western Center on Law & Poverty 
Los Angeles, California 90010 
ccrawford@wclp.org 
323.428.7951 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/westerncenter 
Twitter:  

'@Western_Center 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/crystal-crawford-58b6803/ 
Instagram: 

'@western_center 
 

Bio: 
A seasoned leader with more than 20 years of senior management 
experience in the legal, philanthropic and nonprofit sectors, 
Crawford has played a pivotal role in advancing the health and 
economic security of low-income Californians, women of color and 
communities of color. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtney Cullison 
she/her/hers 
Director of Policy 
ImpactTulsa 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74120 
courtney@impacttulsa.com 
918.927.9942 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/impacttulsa 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/ImpactTulsa 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ccullison/ 
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Aubrey D'Angelo 
she/her/hers 
Advocacy and Communications Coordinator 
Pennsylvania Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics 
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406 
adangelo@paaap.org 
484.446.3046 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

'@pa_aap 
 

Bio: 
Aubrey D'Angelo has worked as the Advocacy and 
Communications Coordinator at the Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics for one year, and is passionate 
about making policy changes to improve children's health and 
wellbeing! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christin Davis 
Infant Toddler Project Manager 
North Carolina Early Education Coalition 
 

 

Shelly Davis 
she/her/hers 
Coalition Health Director 
Foundation for a Healthy North Dakota 
Fargo, North Dakota 58104 
shelly@foundationnd.org 
701.390.3339 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

Facebook.com/shellydavis.9277 
Facebook.com/HealthyNodak 
 

Bio: 
Shelly has worked at the Foundation for a Healthy North Dakota 
for over a year as the Coalition Health Director. 

T'erra Estes 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Teach Not Punish Family Resource Center Inc. 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74106 
t.estes@teachnotpunish.com 
682.202.2810 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

T'erra Estes 
Teach Not Punish 

Instagram: 
Teach Not Punish 
 

Bio: 
T'erra Estes is a community and family advocate that collaborates with 
others to support thriving learning environments and experiences for 
people to overcome adversity. 
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Philip Falvo 
he/him/his 
Public Policy Director 
United Way of Pennsylvania 
Lemoyne, Pennsylvania 17043 
pfalvo@uwp.org 
717.238.7365 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/unitedwayofpa 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/unitedwaypa 
LinkedIn: 

www.linkedin.com/in/philipsfalvo 
 

Bio: 
Phil Falvo is an experienced public policy professional with over 
eleven years of state government experience and 4 years working 
in the nonprofit  sector. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luis Figueroa 
he/him/él 
CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS 
EVERY TEXAN 
AUSTIN, Texas 78752 
FIGUEROA@EVERYTEXAN.ORG 
210.422.0965 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

LFIGGY78 
EVERYTXN 

Instagram: 
EVERY_TEXAN 
 

Bio: 
Luis Figueroa joined Every Texan in 2018 as the first Legislative and Policy 
Director and oversees Every Texanâ€™s comprehensive legislative 
strategy. 

Kelly Flaherty 
National Vice President, Business Operations 
American Heart Association 
 

 

Barry Ford 
he/him/his 
President & CEO 
Council for a Strong America 
Washington, D.C., District of Columbia 20036 
bford@strongnation.org 
646.309.4764 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

StrongNationUSA 
Twitter:  

StrongNationUSA 
LinkedIn: 

linkedin.com/in/barry-ford-997a505 
 

Bio: 
Barry Ford has been with Council for a Strong America for more than 8 
years and has been its President and CEO for more than 4 years. 
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Willie Francois 
President 
Black Church Center for Justice and Equality 
 

 

Allyson Frazier 
she/her/hers 
National Senior Director 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Duxbury, Massachusetts 2332 
allyson.frazier@heart.org 
617.458.1621 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/allyson.frazier 
https://www.facebook.com/VoicesForHealthyKids 

Twitter:  
'@LifeAsAllyson 
'@Voices4HK and @NCITorg 

LinkedIn: 
www.linkedin.com/in/allyson-frazier 

Instagram: 
'@LifeAsAllyson 
 

Bio: 
Allyson is a National Senior Director with Voices for Healthy Kids and 
leads an amazing team working on communications, grassroots and 
training, among many other things! 
 
 
 
 
 

Lori Fresina 
she/her/hers 
National VP Executive Director 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Needham, Massachusetts 2494 
lori.j.fresina@heart.org 
617.686.3625 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/lori.fresina/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VoicesForHealthyKids 

Twitter:  
'@LoriFresina 
'@Voices4HK 
 

Bio: 
Lifelong advocate excited to learn and grow alongside Voices for 
Healthy Kids community. 
 
 
 
 
 

CJ Gathers 
she/her/hers 
Program Director 
YWCA Greater Charleston 
Charleston, South Carolina 29414 
CJ@ywcagc.org 
843.480.7025 
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Nichelle Gilbert 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Partnership for Community Action 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87105 
nichelleg@forcommunityaction.org 
505.247.9222 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/PCABQ/ 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/PCA_NM 
 

Bio: 
Investing in people, organizing communities, developing strong 
leaders, and advocating for systemic change. 
 
 
 
 

Nicolle Gonzales 
she/her/hers 
Founder & Health Policy Director 
Changing Woman Initiative 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
ngonzales@changingwomaninitiative.com 
505.363.8622 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://m.facebook.com/changingwomaninitiative 
 

Bio: 
Nicolle Gonzales is the Founder & Health Policy Director for Changing 
Woman Initiative and is a well known  Native American Maternal health 
activist, nurse midwife, thought leader and systems change advocate. 

Cristina Gonzalez 
she/her/hers 
Implementation and Advocacy Manager 
Abriendo Puertas/Opening Doors 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
cgonzalez@ap-od.org 
213.316.8363 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

www.linkedin.com/in/gonzalezcristina1 
 

Lisa Gray 
she/her/hers 
Deputy Director 
BREADA/Red Stick Farmers Market 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 
lisa@breada.org 
225.205.4857 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

Lisa Gray 
Red Stick Farmers Market 

Twitter:  
'@fayeraygray 

LinkedIn: 
Lisa Gray 
 

Bio: 
Lisa Gray has worked at the BREADA/ Red Stick Farmers Market for 10 
years and coordinates weekly farmers markets and is the director of Farm 
Fresh Kids, a farm to school program. 
 
 
 

Andrea Guarnero 
Product Development Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
 

 

Saskia Guerrier 
Senior Advocacy Officer 
Hilton Foundation 
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Val Habrock 
she/her/hers 
Governmental Affairs Director 
Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
vhabrock@aradvocates.org 
405.532.3944 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/LaniRoseHabrock/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ARAdvocates 

Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/AACF/ 

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/lani_roses/ 
 

Bio: 
I like people, places, and poetry. You'll usually find me at the AR 
State Capitol or in my kitchen making tiktok recipes. 
 
 
 
 
 

Joshua Harris 
Senior Communications Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
 

: 

Carter Headrick 
he/him/his 
Director, Advocacy Innovation and Business Advancement 
American Heart Association 
Denver, Colorado 80238 
carter.headrick@heart.org 
303.885.9840 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/CarterHeadrick 
Twitter:  

'@Headrick 
LinkedIn: 

www.linkedin.com/in/carter-headrick-6607451 
 

Bio: 
Dad, jazz, basketball, food, travel, and a career focused on driving 
public policy change that is currently focused on creating 
innovative and powerful partnerships for the American Heart 
Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mónica Hurtado 
she/her/ella 
Policy Director 
Voices for Racial Justice 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406 
hurtado@voicesforracialjustice.org 
612.701.8412 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/monica.hurtado.984349 
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=voices%20for%20racial%2

0justice 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/m%C3%B3nica-mar%C3%ADa-
hurtado-11ba0841/ 
Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/voices4rj/ 
 

Bio: 
Colombian in Minnesota, who believes our liberation is bound to each 
other. Auntie of Laura and Maria Jose; wife, daughter, sister and friend. 
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Debbie Ignacio 
National Director of Operations 
Abriendo Puertas/Opening Doors 
 

 

Sara Ismail 
she/her/hers 
Public Policy Associate 
ACCESS 
Dearborn, Michigan 48120 
sismail@accesscommunity.org 
313.467.3331 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sara-ismail-98752aab 
 

Bio: 
Sara Ismail has worked at ACCESS for almost 3-years and leads the state 
and local policy work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yui Iwase 
she/her/hers 
Associate Grants Administrator 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Houston, Texas 77006 
yui.iwase@heart.org 
469.774.2256 
 

Bio: 
Yui Iwase is the Associate Grants Administrator for Voices for 
Healthy Kids and lead for the Innovation, Equity, and Exploration 
Workgroups. 

Sara Jann 
she/her/hers 
Director of Policy & Advocacy 
Maternity Care Coalition 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119 
sjann@maternitycarecoalition.org 
610.306.0999 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/MaternityCareCoalition/ 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/saramjann 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarajann/ 
 

Bio: 
Sara Jann is the Director of Policy & Advocacy at Maternity Care Coalition 
in Philadelphia where she focuses on perinatal health equity and PN-3 
economic security. 
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Lucine Jarrah 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Arab American Heritage Council 
Flint, Michigan 48502 
director@aahcflint.org 
810.877.0470 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

AAHCFlint 
Twitter:  

aahcflint 
LinkedIn: 

lucine-jarrah 
Instagram: 

aahcflint 
 

Bio: 
Lucine Jarrah has worked at the Arab American Heritage Council, 
nonprofit organization based in Flint, MI, for 5 years and currently 
serves as Executive Director. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fanta Jatta 
Deputy Director 
African Bureau for Immigration and Social Affairs (ABISA) 
 

 

Shakeizia Jones 
Program Manager 
Magnolia Medical Foundation 
 

 

Traci Kennedy 
she/her/hers 
Midwest States Strategist 
Americans for Nonsmokers' Rights 
West Des Moines, Iowa 50265 
traciharr@gmail.com 
515.505.4718 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/traci-kennedy/ 
 

Bio: 
Public health professional, policy enthusiast, preemption repealer. 
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Kelly Ann Larkin 
Executive Director 
Southern Arizona Association for the Education of Young 
Children (SAZAEYC) 
 

 

Stacy Lee 
she/her/hers 
Chief Learning Office & Sr Managing Director Early Childhood 
Children Now 
Diamond Bar, California 91765 
slee@ChildrenNow.org 
909.896.8263 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/childrennow 
Twitter:  

'@haemama 
https://twitter.com/ChildrenNow 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stacyhlee/ 

Instagram: 
childrennow 
 

Bio: 
Stacy Lee has over 23 years of experience in policy and advocacy 
strategy development and collaborates with her colleagues across 
health, education, and child welfare teams to advance early childhood 
systems change efforts that eliminate racial disparities in California. 
 
 
 
 

Dale Long 
he/him/his 
Retired, The City of Dallas 
Presenter 
Garland, Texas 75040 
dale1906@verizon.net 
214.957.9611 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://facebook.com/dale.long.37853 
LinkedIn: 

linkedin.com/in/dale-longba473b4 
 

Bio: 
Dale Long is a native of Birmingham and a suvivor of the tragic, 
September 15, 1963 domestic terroroist bombing of the 16th Street 
Baptist Church where four of his friends were killed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kira Love 
Public Policy Associate 
ACCESS 
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Patricia Lozano 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Early Edge California 
sherman oaks, California 91423 
plozano@earlyedgecalifornia.org 
310.597.1866 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/EarlyEdgeCA 
Twitter:  

Early Edge (@EarlyEdgeCA) / Twitter 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/18290061/admin/feed/p
osts/ 
Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/earlyedgeca/?hl=en 
 

Bio: 
Patricia Lozano is the Executive Director of Early Edge California, a 
champion for children, and an Early Learning expert with over 25 
years in the field. 
 
 
 

Aracelis Lucero 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Masa-MexEd, Inc 
Bronx, New York 10455 
alucero@masany.org 
718.213.7845 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

we.are.masa 
Twitter:  

'@masanyorg 
Instagram: 

'@masanyorg 
 

Bio: 
South bronx native born to Mexican immigrant parents and current 
Executive Director of Masa since 2013. 

Sarah Mann 
she/her/hers 
Sr. Policy Analyst 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Superior, Colorado 80027 
Sarah.Mann@heart.org 
308.289.2643 
 

 

Bio: 
Sarah is a Sr. Policy Analyst on the Voices for Healthy Kids team 
where she monitors and analyzes state legislation, supports policy 
development, and manages legal technical assistance. 

Luis Mata 
he/him/él 
Policy Coordinator 
Tennessee Immigrant and Refugee Rights Coalition 
Nashville, Tennessee 37211 
luism@tnimmigrant.org 
865.297.8057 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/tnimmigrant/ 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/lr_mata 
https://twitter.com/tnimmigrant 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lrmata/ 

Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/lr_mata 
 

Bio: 
Luis Mata is the Policy Coordinator for the Tennessee Immigrant and 
Refugee Rights Coalition and assists in moving their campaigns and 
advocacy efforts forward. 
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Allen Mattison 
he/him/his 
Lawyer 
Trister, Ross, Schadler & Gold 
Washington, DC, District of Columbia 20009 
amattison@tristerross.com 
202.839.4488 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/allen-mattison-law/ 
Instagram: 

allen_mattison8 
 

Bio: 
Allen is a lawyer who helps nonprofit organizations engage in 
effective advocacy and address legal questions in all aspects of 
their organization's lifecycle, from filing tax-exemption 
applications, to dealing with grants, to handling employee issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Josh McCawley 
Deputy Director 
Teen Health Mississippi 
 

 

Tracy McDaniel 
she/her/hers 
Policy Advocate 
Southwest women's Law Center 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108 
tmcdaniel@swwomenslaw.org 
505.604.3243 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/TeamSWLC/ 
Twitter:  

'@tracy_mph 
'@SWWomensLaw 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tracy-mcdaniel-39337a189/ 
 

Bio: 
Tracy has worked at Southwest Women's Law Center, leading the 
state's Paid Family & Medical Leave Coalition for four years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Melluzzo 
she/her/hers 
Senior Grant Administrator 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
WIlbraham, Massachusetts 1095 
shannon.melluzzo@gmail.com 
413.237.1553 
 

Bio: 
Shannon oversees Voices for Helathy Kids regranting administration, the 
technical assistance portal and supports tracking progress towards our 
goals. 
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Brian Mendes 
he/him/his 
Director of Adult Education 
Fifth Avenue Committee 
Brooklyn, NY, New York 11217 
bmendes@fifthave.org 
347.843.2990 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/adultedunit/ 
 

Bio: 
In his 20+ years at Fifth Avenue Committee Brian Mendes has served 
as an instructor across all program areas and as the Family Literacy 
Coordinator, ESOL Coordinator, HSE Coordinator, Associate 
Director, Deputy Director and is now the new Director of FAC's Adult 
Education and Family Literacy Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constance Moore 
Sr. Food Compliance Officer 
YMCA OF MEMPHIS & THE MID-SOUTH 
 

 

Megan Murray 
she/her/hers 
Advocacy Fellow 
Kids Win Missouri 
Saint Joseph, Missouri 64503 
mmurray@kidswinmissouri.org 
816.385.3481 
 

 

Bio: 
Megan Murray is new to the Kids Win Missouri team as of April of 
2023 and helps facilitate the Childcare Coalition and Alumni 
Network for their ECE initiative. 

Philip Noyes 
he/him/his 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 
philip.noyes@heart.org 
646.369.6738 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/philip-noyes/ 
 

Bio: 
Phil Noyes is a senior policy analyst on the Voices team, he manages the 
evaluation and polling, and he is interested in developing data resources 
to support advocacy. 
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Jackson Oberlink 
he/him/his 
Legislative Director 
Florida For All 
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 
jacksonoberlink@gmail.com 
772.532.1371 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

Jackson Oberlink 
Florida For All 

Twitter:  
'@joberlink 
'@FLForAllVote 

LinkedIn: 
Jackson Oberlink 

Instagram: 
'@joberlink98 
 

Bio: 
Jackson Oberlink has worked at Florida For All for a year and leads 
all of the legislative affairs work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dan O'Brien 
he/him/his 
Policy Manager 
Children First PA 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19123 
dano@childrenfirstpa.org 
215.630.9592 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/childrenfirstpa 
Twitter:  

'@DanOBrienPA 
'@ChildrenFirstPA 
 

Bio: 
Dan also is currently leading Children Firstâ€™s efforts to ensure that 
working families in Pennsylvania have access to paid family and medical 
leave. 

Nani Oesterle 
she/her/hers 
Program Officer 
Hilton Foundation 
Westlake Village, California 91362 
nani.o@hiltonfoundation.org 
805.766.2690 
 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nani-oesterle-133b3314/ 
 

Bio: 
Nani Au Oesterle is a Program Office in the Early Childhood 
Development Initiative at the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Xenia Orona 
Co-Executive Director 
Fuerte Arts Movement 
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Casey Phillips 
he/him/his 
Executive Director 
The Walls Project 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 
casey@thewallsproject.org 
323.244.1892 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/WallsProject/ 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/wallsproject 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/caseyphillips1/ 
Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/wallsproject/ 
 

Bio: 
Creative futurist with 25+ years of experience forecasting and 
launching entertainment, technology, and arts brands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erica Phung 
she/her/hers 
National Senior Director of Advocacy 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
San Diego, California 92124 
erica.phung@heart.org 
858.354.5711 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

www.linkedin.com/in/ erica-cacas-phung-5b0220133 
 

Bio: 
Erica leads the Voices for Healthy Kids Consulting and Grantmaking 
Team. 

Shelby Pierce 
she/her/hers 
Facilitatior 
Pierce Porter Facilitation 
Sioux City, Iowa 51104 
shelby@pierceporterfacilitation.com 
712.898.2405 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/shelby-pierce/ 
 

Bio: 
Shelby Pierce, owner of Pierce Porter Facilitation, is a Technology of 
Participation (ToP) Facilitator and Trainer who helps groups and 
organizations create meaningful and productive plans for the 
future. 

Elizabeth Pihlaja 
she/her/hers 
Operations Director 
Foundation for a Healthy North Dakota 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 
elizabeth@foundationnd.org 
701.426.3100 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

facebook.com/HealthyNoDak 
Twitter:  

twitter.com/HealthyNoDak 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabethpihlaja 
 

Bio: 
Elizabeth is passionate about maternal-child health, Indigenous health, 
empowering others, and kittens. 
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Lori Poag 
Associate Communications Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
 

 

Bronwyn Prater 
she/her/hers 
Capacity Building Manager 
ACCESS 
Dearborn, Michigan 48120 
Bprater@accesscommunity.org 
417.860.3487 
 

Bio: 
Bronwyn Prater has worked for ACCESS for two year and is the Capacity 
Building Manager for the National Network for Arab American 
Communities - a national institution of ACCESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbie Prinster 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Arizona Early Childhood Education Association 
Phoenix, Arizona 85050 
barbie@azece.org 
602.330.3177 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

Arizona Early Childhood Education Association 
 

Bio: 
Barbie Prinster is the Executive Director for the Arizona Early 
Childhood Education Association representing private, licensed 
child care centers statewide and to promote affordable, quality 
early care and education that meets the needs of Arizona’s  families 
and children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Branden Reis 
Associate Government Relations Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
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Lauren Reliford 
she/her/hers 
Political Director 
Sojourners 
Washington, DC, District of Columbia 20002 
lwreliford@sojo.net 
703.864.2113 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/LaurenWRelifordMSW 
https://www.facebook.com/SojournersMagazine  

Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/MymStrategies 
https://twitter.com/SojoAction, https://twitter.com/Sojourners 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laurenreliford/ 
 

Bio: 
Lauren Reliford, MSW serves as Political Director for Sojourners and 
SojoAction, where she leads on political and policy advocacy and 
engagement for the organization. 
 

Crys Riles 
they/them/theirs 
Anti-Hunger Advocate 
Tennessee Justice Center 
Nashville, Tennessee 37216 
criles@tnjustice.org 
615.846.4726 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/tnjustice 
Twitter:  

'@TNJusticeCenter 
LinkedIn: 

linkedin.com/in/crys-riles-568245262 
 

Bio: 
Chef, anthropologist, and anti-hunger advocate who studies the cultural, 
social, and political causes of hunger. 

Kendall Rimmer 
Manager, MBK Strategy Development and Implementation 
Impact Tulsa 
 

Eva Rivera 
Policy Director, Early Childhood Development 
The Children's Partnership 
 

Corrine Sanchez 
Executive Director 
Tewa Women United 
 

Ramona Santos Torres 
Executive Director 
Parents Leading for Educational Equity 
 

Eric Savaiano 
he/him/his 
Program Manager for Food and Nutrition Access 
Nebraska Appleseed 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 
esavaiano@neappleseed.org 
402.438.8853 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

facebook.com/neappleseed 
Twitter:  

twitter.com/neappleseed 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/eric-savaiano-733b8711/ 
 

Bio: 
Eric Savaiano is the Food and Nutrition Access Program Manager 
for Nebraska Appleseed's Economic Justice Program. Over 9 years, 
he has worked to help individuals and families get the food and 
nutrition they need to grow and thrive. 

Caitlyn Scales 
she/her/hers 
Development Director 
Three O'clock Project 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 80702 
caitlyn@threeoclockproject.org 
630.207.5607 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

'@threeoclockproject 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/caitlynscales/ 
Instagram: 

'@ktlynn11 | @threeoclockproject 
 

Bio: 
Caitlyn is an ambitious maker of change supporting social impact work 
worldwide. 
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Stephanie Scarmo 
she/her/hers 
National Sr. Director of Policy Research 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Brooklyn, New York 11238 
stephanie.scarmo@heart.org 
203.676.5797 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephanie-scarmo-11a8b413/ 
 

Bio: 
Stephanie Scarmo, Ph.D., M.P.H., is the National Senior Director of 
Policy Research for Voices for Healthy Kids, where she oversees the 
policy development, research technical assistance, and evaluation 
efforts for the initiative. 
 
 
 

Benjamin Schmauss 
he/him/his 
NSAC 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Spokane Valley, Washington 99016 
schmauss1@gmail.com 
702.408.4208 
 

 

Bio: 
My name is Ben Schmauss kids health and wellness is my passion. 

Liza Schwartzwald 
she/her/hers 
Senior Manager of Economic Justice and Family 
Empowerment 
New York Immigration Coalition 
New York, New York 10001 
lschwartzwald@nyic.org 
561.271.7553 
 

 

Bio: 
Liza Schwartzwald is an attorney, social worker, trained mediator 
and the current Senior Manager of Economic Justice and Family 
Empowerment at the New York Immigration Coalition, where she 
directs all early childhood, adult education, workers rights, and 
economic justice issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meghan Scott 
TNP Nonprofit Management Contractor 
Teach Not Punish Family Resource Center Inc. 
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Jada Shaffer 
she/her/hers 
Senior Regional Lead, Government Affairs 
American Heart Association 
Montgomery, Alabama 36106 
Jada.shaffer@heart.org 
334.233.3674 
 

 

Bio: 
Over 20 years of advocacy and policy change to improve the lives 
of Alabamians. 

Jacob Smith 
he/him/his 
Advancement and Operations Director 
Alabama Arise 
Birmingham, Alabama 35209 
jacob@alarise.org 
205.292.7347 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaArise/ 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/AlabamaArise 
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacoblindseysmith/ 
Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/jacoblsmith/ 
 

Bio: 
As Arise's advancement and operations director, Jacob Smith develops 
growth and operations strategies for the organization while ensuring its 
work runs smoothly through financial management, fundraising strategy 
and human resources administration. 
 

Libbie Sonnier 
Co-Chair 
Geaux Far Louisiana 
 

 

Helene Stebbins 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Alliance for Early Success 
Washington, DC, District of Columbia 20027 
hstebbins@earlysuccess.org 
703.769.2772 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

'@helenestebbins 
'@4earlysuccess 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/helene-stebbins-5a455ba 
 

Bio: 
Helene leads the Alliance for Early Success, a 50-state network of 
organizations working to improve state policies for young children. 
 
 

Kathy Stohr 
Program Officer 
Pritzker Children's Initiative 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Janell Stringfellow 
AZHSA Board Secretary 
Arizona Head Start Association (AZHSA) 
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Garin Strobl 
she/her/hers 
Staff Attorney 
Public Health Law Center 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105 
garin.strobl@mitchellhamline.edu 
651.290.6451 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

linkedin.com/in/garin-strobl-9169b11 
Instagram: 

 

Bio: 
Garin is a staff attorney at the Public Health Law Center where she 
focuses on advancing health equity and active living. 

Carolina Tenecela 
she/her/hers 
Community Health Worker 
LSA Family Health Service 
New York, New York 10029 
ctenecela@lsafhs.org 
646.351.7988 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/ctenecela17/ 
https://www.facebook.com/LSAFamilyHealthService 
 

Bio: 
Carolina has worked at LSA Family Health Service for almost 3 years, was 
a client of LSA since she was 2 years old, and now oversees grant 
implementations and deliverables as a Community Health Director. 
 

Erica Thompson 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Magnolia Medical Foundation 
Jackson, Mississippi 39202 
Magnoliamedfoundation@gmail.com 
601.613.3737 
 

Bio: 
Dr Erica Thompson the Executive Director of Magnolia Medical 
Foundation. 
 

Josh Till 
Director of Communications & Marketing 
American Heart Association 
 

 

Ame Torres 
she/her/ella 
Program Coordinator 
California Latinas for Reproductive Justice 
Los Angeles, California 90011 
amelia@clrj.org 
323.513.6198 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/CALatinasforReproductiveJustice 
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/Latinas4RJ 
 

Bio: 
Ame has worked as the Justice for Young Families Program 
Coordinator at California Latinas for Reproductive Justice for 1 1/2 
years. 

LaTisha Vaughn 
she/her/hers 
Chief Programs Officer 
E3 Foundation 
Charleston, South Carolina 29418 
latisha@thee3group.com 
404.375.7091 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/latisha.vaughnbrandon 
https://www.facebook.com/educate843 

Twitter:  
'@LaTishaNicole07 

LinkedIn: 
LaTisha Vaughn 

Instagram: 
LaTishaNicole07 
 

Bio: 
LaTisha is one of the co-founders and Chief Programs Officer for E3:  
Educate, Empower, Educate. 
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Paula-Breonne Vickers 
she/her/hers 
Early Childhood Education Organizer 
WEPOWER 
Saint Louis, Missouri 63115 
paula@wepowerstl.org 
314.570.7171 
 

 

Bio: 
Paula-Breonne Vickers is a mom and Early Childhood Education 
Organizer in Saint Louis, MO. 

April Wallace 
she/her/hers 
Equity Strategies and Partnerships, Sr. Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
april.wallace@heart.org 
313.319.3114 
 

Social Media:  
LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/aprilwallace01?lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage
%3Ad_flagship3_profile_view_base_contact_details%3BS%2FCpxCKWR%
2F6ZASt3gr2X2Q%3D%3D 

 

Bio: 
April leads the Voices for Healthy Kids initiative overall development of 
its culture and practices to center equity, become more anti-racist and 
redefine partnership with internal and external environments. 
Responsible for the execution, modeling, and ongoing refinement of 
strategies across teams to continually embed equity throughout the 
many services and functions Voices provides. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katy Warren 
she/her/hers 
Deputy Director 
WA State Assn of Head Start and ECEAP 
Seattle, Washington 98103 
katy@wsaheadstarteceap.com 
206.291.2021 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/?ref=logo 
https://www.facebook.com/wsaheadstart/ 

Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/WSAHSECEAP 
 

 

Isha Weerasinghe 
she/her/hers 
Senior policy analyst 
Center for Law and Social Policy 
Washington, D.C., District of Columbia 20005 
iweerasinghe@clasp.org 
202.906.8046 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/ishmash 
https://twitter.com/CLASP_DC 

LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ishaweerasinghe/ 
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Logan Welde 
he/him/his 
Legislative Director/staff attorney 
Clean Air Council 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103 
lwelde@cleanair.org 
215.567.4004 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

LoganWelde 
CleanairCouncil 

Twitter:  
loganwelde 
cleanaircouncil 
 

Bio: 
Logan Welde is the legislative director and a staff attorney at Clean 
Air Council (PA) focusing on state-wide preemption and public 
health. 
 
 
 
 

John Whitfield 
Pastor 
Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church 

Rochelle Wilcox 
she/her/hers 
Co-chair 
Geaux Far Louisiana 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70119 
rochelle@wilcoxacademyelc.com 
504.715.5743 
 

Social Media:  
Twitter:  

https://x.com/wilcoxchelle504?s=21&t=F4zQZt_Ha9s3exU-
m2QXDg 
LinkedIn: 

http://linkedin.com/in/rochelle-wilcox-b8964a173 
Instagram: 

https://instagram.com/wilcoxrochelle_ece?igshid=MzRlODBiN
WFlZA== 

 

Bio: 
Rochelle Wilcox has been an early childhood education 
professional for over 25 years. She is the CEO Wilcox Academy of 
Early Learning and the Co-Chair of Geaux Far Louisiana. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helena Williams 
she/her/hers 
Director of Operations 
The Walls Project 
BATON ROUGE, Louisiana 70802 
helena@thewallsproject.org 
225.936.1333 
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Lizzi Willicott 
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
American Heart Association 
Birmingham, Alabama 35242 
lizzi.willicott@heart.org 
205.516.5223 
 

Social Media:  
Facebook: 

Lizzi Willicott 
American Heart Association - Alabama 

LinkedIn: 
Lizzi Willicott 

Instagram: 
'@adventures_with_lizzi 
 

Bio: 
Executive Director who is Inspiring passionate commitment in 
volunteers to build healthier communities across Central and North 
Alabama 
 

Cecile Wimberley 
Advocacy Manager 
Second Harvest Food Bank of Northeast TN 
 

 

 


