
Voices for Healthy Kids’ Preemption Convening 
Participant List 

 

Alexandra Georgiadis 
Policy Analyst 
United for a New Economy 
Colorado 
 

Ali Rahimi 
Grassroots Advocacy Manager 
American Heart Association 
ali.rahimi@heart.org 
Texas 
 
Ali Rahimi, M.P.H., is the grassroots advocacy 
manager for Voices for Healthy Kids and is 
responsible for managing our advocate network 
and providing grassroots technical assistance to 
grantees. 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alinrahimi/ 
 

 
Amanda Cahill 
Clinical Assistant Professor and Public Policy 
Specialist 
University of Montana 
amanda.cahill@mso.umt.edu 
Montana 
 
Amanda Cahill is a public policy analyst and 
teaches social policy as a Clinical Assistant 
Professor at the University of Montana. 
 
www.linkedin.com/in/amanda-cahill-1a972185 
 

 
Brad Cary 
Government Relations Director 
American Heart Association 
brad.cary@heart.org 
Pennsylvania 
 
Brad Cary has worked at the American Heart 
Association for 7+ years as a smoke-free coalition 
lead and Government Relations Director for 
Pennsylvania. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/brad.cary.3 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brad-cary-7131a39/ 
 

 
Bruno Showers 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families 

 
Christine Compton 
Policy Engagement Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
christine.compton@heart.org 
West Virginia 
 
Policy Engagement Manager leading the 
preemption portfolio for American Heart 
Association/Voices for Healthy Kids. 
 

 
 

 
 



Collin McDonough 
State Government Relations Director 
American Heart Association 
Michigan 

Debra Clark 
Director 
MetGroup 
 

 
Dominique Medina 
Co-executive Director 
Fuerte Art Collective 
dom@fuerte.org 
Arizona 
 
Fuerte Art Collective is using Art & Culture to push 
for repealing state preemption laws that are 
stopping rent stabilization and other relief our 
families need in ARizona 
 
Facebook.com/dominiquemedina 
@dom4az 
@fuerteaz 
@fuerteaz 
 

 
Dustin Holfinger 
State Government Relations Director, Ohio 
American Heart Association 
Ohio 
 
I have been with the AHA for just over 3 years. 
 
 

 
Ida Eskamani 
Senior Legislative Director 
State Innovation Exchange 
ida@stateinnovation.org 
Florida 
Ida V. Eskamani is co-founder of the Florida 
Defenders of Local Democracy table, and currently 
serves at Senior Legislative Director for State 
Innovation Exchange. 
 
ida_v_e 
 

 
Jack Jarvis 
Communications Director 
Fairness West Virginia 
jack@fairnesswv.org 
West Virginia 
 
Jack Jarvis is the Communications Director for 
Fairness West Virginia, an LGBTQ civil rights 
advocacy organization. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/jackjarviswv/ 
https://twitter.com/jackjarviswv 
https://twitter.com/fairnesswv/ 
www.linkedin.com/in/jackjarviswv 
https://www.instagram.com/fairnesswv/ 
 

 
Jacqueline Allsup 
2nd Vice President Maryland State Conference 
Anne Arundel County Branch NAACP and 
Maryland State Conference NAACP 
Maryland 

 
Jeremy Al-Haj 
Executive Director 
Missouri Workers Center 
jalhaj@moworkers.org 
Missouri 
 



Jeremy Al-Haj is the Executive Director of the 
Missouri Workers Center, a statewide organization 
of low-wage workers dedicated to fighting racism 
and winning good jobs for all. 
 
https://twitter.com/moworkerscenter 
https://www.instagram.com/moworkers/ 
 

 
Julie Warden 
Government Relations Director 
American Heart Association 
julie.warden@heart.org 
West Virginia 
 
Julie Warden is the West Virginia Government 
Relations Director for the American Heart 
Association. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/JCWWV 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/juliewarden/ 
@julscwar 
 

 
Katie Bishop Kendrick 
Senior Program Manager, Preemption 
American Heart Association 
katie.bishopkendrick@heart.org 
Massachusetts 
 
Katie Bishop Kendrick is the Senior Program 
Manager for Preemption at Voices for Healthy Kids. 
 
@kbbish 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katherine-bishop-
kendrick-ms-mph-aa31b62b/ 
 

 
Kerry Gooch 
Director 
Kansas Black Leadership Council 
Kansas 
 

 
Laura Bracci 
Government Relations Director 
American Heart Association 
laura.bracci@heart.org 
Georgia 
 
Laura Bracci is the Georgia Government Relations 
Director for the American Heart Association and is 
passionate about advocating for healthier, longer 
lives for all. 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laura-bracci 
 

 
Laura Hale 
Director of Government Relations 
American Heart Association 
Maryland 
 

 
Liz Albers 
Government Relations Director -WY & MT 
American Heart Association 
liz.albers@heart.org 
Montana  
 



Liz Albers joined the American Heart Association in 
2022 and advocates for AHA policies at the state 
and local level. 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elizabethalbers/ 
 

 
Logan Welde 
Legislative Director/staff attorney 
Clean Air Council 
lwelde@cleanair.org 
Pennsylvania 
 
Logan Welde is the legislative director and a staff 
attorney at Clean Air Council, an environmental 
and health-based nonprofit, where he focuses on 
preemption and waste laws. 
 
https://twitter.com/loganwelde 
https://twitter.com/CleanAirCouncil 
 

 
Luis Figueroa 
Legislative and Policy Director 
Every Texan 
Figueroa@everytexan.org 
Texas 
 
After working at MALDEF. as a legislative attorney 
and general counsel in the Texas Senate, I now 
serve as Every Texan's legislative and policy 
director. 
 
LFiggy78 
EveryTxn 
 

 
Maria Bruno 
Public Policy Director 
Equality Ohio 
maria@equalityohio.org 
Ohio 
 
Maria Bruno, based in Columbus, has been at 
Equality Ohio for a little over a year and focuses 
on policy at the state, local, and federal level. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/maria.bruno.10236 
@MariaBruno01 
@EqualityOhio 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/equalityohio 
https://www.instagram.com/equality.ohio/?hl=en 
 

 
McKenzie Cowlbeck 
Public Policy Committee Chair | Practicum Student 
- Public Health Authority, Policy, & Advocacy 
Oklahoma Public Health Association 
mckenzie-cowlbeck@ouhsc.edu 
Oklahoma 
 
McKenzie Cowlbeck is an MPH student at the 
Hudson College of Public Health completing her 
degree practicum experience and serving as Public 
Policy Committee Chair at the Oklahoma Public 
Health Association. 
 
https://twitter.com/opha_health 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mckenzie-cowlbeck/ 
 

 
Melissa Stiehler 
Advocacy Director 
Loud light 
melissa@loudlight.org 
Kansas 
 

 
Petra Morrison 
Campaigns Consultant 
Local Solutions Support Center 
Arizona 
  



Melissa Stiehler, she/her, is a civil and workers 
rights activist and the Advocacy Director of Loud 
Light, a kansas based voting rights and 
government transparency organization. 
 
@melissastiehler 
@loud_light 
linkedin.com/in/melissastiehler 
@loud_light 
 
 
Rya Griffis 
Grassroots and Communications Project Manager 
American Public Health Association 
rya.griffis@apha.org 
District of Columbia 
 
Rya is a program manager at APHA, she got her 
MPH in health equity from UMD and currently 
works on a public health authority project, among 
others. 
 
https://twitter.com/PublicHealth 
 

 
Sarah Mann 
Senior Policy Analyst 
American Heart Association 
Colorado 
 

 
Shelby Pierce 
Facilitator 
Pierce Porter Facilitation 
shelbycpierce@gmail.com 
Iowa  
 
Shelby Pierce is a Technology of Participation (ToP) 
Facilitator and Trainer who is passionate about 
bringing groups together to achieve their vision, 
mission and goals through collaboration and 
consensus. 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shelby-pierce/ 
 

 
Shelly Hogan 
Field Media Advocacy Director 
American Heart Association 
shelly.hogan@heart.org 
Washington  
 
Shelly has more than 25 years of health nonprofit 
communications experience and provides 
consultation on media advocacy strategy for  
American Heart Association state and community 
advocacy campaigns. 
 
@shellyhogan 
@AmHeartAdvocacy 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/shellyjhogan/ 
 

 
Sophia Poeta 
Strategy Development Coordinator 

 
Surili Patel 
Vice President 
MetGroup 
spatel@metgroup.com 

https://twitter.com/PublicHealth


Public Health Management 
Corporation/Pennsylvania Public Health 
Association 
Pennsylvania 
 

 
Surili is a trusted voice in public health who 
champions diversity and works to advance health 
equity and social justice. 
 
@SuriliSutaria  
@metgroup 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/surili-sutaria-patel-
20611411/@climatehealthequity  
 

 


