
2022 Voices for Healthy Kids Summit 

Participants  
 

Darlene Adams Rowland  
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Big River Economic and Agricultural Development Alliance 
(BREADA) 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808 
darlene@breada.org 
225.267.5060 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/breada 
LinkedIn: 
www.instagram.com/redstickfarmersmarket 
 
Bio:  
Darlene Adams Rowland is the Executive Director of 
BREADA and has spent the last 13 years working to support 
Louisiana's small family farmers while connecting the 
community with fresh, locally-grown food. 
 

Donna Arnett  
she/her/hers 
Dean 
University of Kentucky 
Nicholasville, Kentucky 40356 
donna.arnett@uky.edu 
859.354.9096 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://cph.uky.edu/people/donna-k-arnett 
Twitter: 
'@Donnakarnett 
'@ukcph 
LinkedIn: 
Donna Arnett 
 
Bio:  
Dr. Donna Arnett is Dean of the College of Public Health and 
Past President of the American Heart Association and Chair of 
the Science Advisory Commitee. 
 

BerThaddaeus Bailey  
he/him/his 
Director 
My Brothers Keeper | ImpactTulsa 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74127 
Bbailey@impacttulsa.com 
918.206.6852 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BERTHADDAEUS 
https://www.facebook.com/impacttulsa/ 
Twitter: 
WWW.TWITTER.COM/BTHADDAEUS 
https://twitter.com/impacttulsa?s=21 
LinkedIn: 
https://linktr.ee/bertbailey 
https://linktr.ee/bertbailey 
 
Bio:  
BerThaddaeus Bailey works with ImpactTulsa and My 
Brothers Keeper -Tulsa to dismantle structural and 
systemic barriers to opportunity, health access, quality 
education and justice for boys and young men of color. 
 

Reginald Ballard  
he/they 
Healthy School Meals for All Coordinator 
Arkansas Hunger Relief Alliance 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72216 
rballardr@gmail.com 
501.612.7446 
 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/reginald-ballard-5bb46b75/ 
 
 
Bio:  
Southern native seeking equity through education, community, 
and youth initiatives. 
 



Arekia Bennett-Scott  
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Mississippi Votes 
Jackson, Mississippi 39202 
arekia@msvotes.org 
601.551.6146 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ArekiaSBennettScott 
https://www.facebook.com/msvotes 
Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/ArekiaSBennett 
https://twitter.com/msvotes 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arekia-s-bennett-scott-
23608164/ 
'@ArekiaSBennett 
 
Bio:  
Arekia Bennett-Scott is the Executive Director of Mississippi 
Votes. 
 
 
 
 

Katie Bishop Kendrick  
she/her/hers 
Senior Program Manager, Preemption 
American Heart Association 
Longmeadow, Massachusetts 1106 
katie.bishopkendrick@heart.org 
401.339.3608 
 
Social Media: 
Twitter: 
'@kbbish 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/katherine-bishop-kendrick-ms-
mph-aa31b62b 
 
 
 
Bio:  
Katie Bishop Kendrick is the Senior Program Manager for 
Preemption with the Voices for Healthy Kids Team at the 
American Heart Association. She has been with the AHA for 6 
years. 
 

Tori Burke-Koskela  
she/her/hers 
Deputy Director 
YWCA Greater Charleston 
North Charleston, South Carolina 29405 
tburke@ywca-charlestonsc.org 
843.693.3804 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/tori burke-koskela 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tori-burke-koskela 
 
Bio:  
Tori is Deputy Director of the YWCA Greater Charleston. 
She is a professional with over 20 years of experience in 
business and leadership development, training, event 
planning, fundraising and management with a focus on 
non-profits. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ana-Alicia Carr  
she/her/hers 
Community Advocacy Director 
American Heart Association 
Los Angeles, California 90017 
ana-alicia.carr@heart.org 
323.482.9564 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
www.linkedin.com/in/ana-alicia-carr-mph-ches-56032631 
 
 
Bio:  
Ana-Alicia Carr is the Community Advocacy Director with the 
American Heart Association in Los Angeles where she supports 
campaigns related to increasing nutrition security, eliminating 
the sale of flavored tobacco products and improving health 
equity. 
 



Aline Castelan  
she/her/hers 
Field Manager 
Dreams in Action NM 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87121 
aline@dreamsinactionnm.org 
480.669.6390 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/dreamsinactionnm 
Twitter: 
'@dreamsinaction_nm 
LinkedIn: 
'@dreamsinactionnm 
 
Bio:  
Advancing equity, justice, wellbeing, & opportunities by 
empowering and activating BIPOC, Immigrant, LGBTQ+, 
Workers, Youth & Women electorate in NM. 
 
 
 
 
 

Gerry Cobb  
she/her/hers 
Director 
Pritzker Children's Initiative 
Shallotte, North Carolina 28459 
gcobb@pritzkerfoundation.org 
919.302.0554 
 
 
 
Bio:  
Gerry Cobb is Director of the Pritzker Children's Initiative, an 
initiative of the JB and MK Pritzker Family Foundation focused 
on equitably increasing support for and investment in 
comprehensive prenatal to age three systems for young 
children and famili 
 

Laura Coleman  
she/her/hers 
Media Advocacy Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Jackson, Mississippi 39204 
lltcoleman87@gmail.com 
601.832.9101 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/laura.cee.71/ 
https://www.facebook.com/VoicesForHealthyKids 
Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/__lauralea 
https://twitter.com/Voices4HK 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laura-coleman/ 
 
Bio:  
I am versed in a number of professional skill sets including, 
teamwork, public speaking, photography, sales, digital 
editing, interpersonal skills, social media, marketing, 
advertising, media writing, research and advocacy. 
 
 
 
 

Christine Compton  
she/her/hers 
Policy Engagement Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
South Charleston, West Virginia 25303 
christine.compton@heart.org 
304.545.1403 
 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/christine.compton.7 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christine-compton/ 
 
 
Bio:  
Passionate public health professional searching for policy 
solutions to advance equity and improve quality of life for all 
people. 
 



Alexus Cumbie  
she/her/hers 
Digital Strategist & Storytelling Consultant 
Woke Vote 
Birmingham, Alabama 35206 
alexus.cumbie@gmail.com 
205.538.8098 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/alexus.cumbie 
https://www.facebook.com/wokevote 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alexuscumbie/ 
https://www.instagram.com/wokevote/?hl=en 
 
 
Bio:  
Alexus M. Cumbie is a strategist and storytelling consultant 
from Birmingham, Alabama whose work aims to ascend 
communities in the margin into political power and 
mobilize communities to challenge the public's 
sociopolitical conscience. 
 
 
 

Jessica Dietrich  
she/her/hers 
Director of Government Relations & Public Policy 
Hunger Free Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73107 
jessica.dietrich@hungerfreeok.org 
405.546.9084 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/jessica.l.mccrary 
https://www.facebook.com/HungerFreeOK 
 
Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/jdietrichok 
https://twitter.com/hungerfreeok 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jessica-dietrich-742739104 
 
Bio:  
Jessica Dietrich has worked at Hunger Free Oklahoma for over 2 
years and leads the organization's public policy and 
government relations work at the state and federal levels. 
 
 
 

Allyson Frazier  
she/her/hers 
Director, Campaign Planning and Communications 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Duxbury, Massachusetts 2332 
allyson.frazier@heart.org 
617.458.1621 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
'@LifeAsAllyson 
 
Bio:  
Campaign Planning and Communications Director for 
Voices for Healthy Kids. 
 

Lori Fresina  
she/her/hers 
Vice President - Executive Director 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Needham, Massachusetts 2494 
lori.j.fresina@heart.org 
617.686.3625 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/lori.fresina 
 
Twitter: 
'@LoriFresina 
'@Voices4HK 
 
LinkedIn: 
lori.fresina 
 
Bio:  
Lifelong social justice advocate, enthusiastic collaborator, 
trainer, strategist, mentor, and mom. 
 
 
 



Hollyanne Fricke  
she/her/hers 
Associate Scientist 
Gretchen Swanson Center for Nutrition 
Omaha, Nebraska 68154 
hfricke@centerfornutrition.org 
402.689.1917 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/CenterforNutrition 
 
Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/GretchenSwanson 
 
Bio:  
Hollyanne Fricke, MPH, is an Associate Scientist at the 
Gretchen Swanson Center for Nutrition, a nonprofit 
research institute that has served as an evaluation partner 
of Voices for Healthy Kids for many years. 
 

Nicole (Nikki) Garro  
she/her/hers 
Director, Early Childhood Health Programs 
Child Care Aware of America 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 
nicole.garro@usa.childcareaware.org 
310.497.1386 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ChildCareAware 
 
Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/ChildCareAware 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nikki-garro-744b97/ 
https://www.instagram.com/childcareawareusa/ 
 
Bio:  
Nikki Garro leads health-related initiatives at Child Care Aware 
of America. 
 

Dakota Hall  
he/him/his 
Executive Director 
Alliance for Youth Organizing 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211 
dakota@allianceforyouthaction.org 
414.807.9859 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/AllianceforYouthAction/ 
 
Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/makoganzh?lang=en 
https://twitter.com/alliance4youth 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dakotahall 
https://www.instagram.com/makoganzh/ 
 
Bio:  
Dakota Hall (he/him) is the Executive Director of the 
Alliance for Youth Action and Alliance for Youth 
Organizing, the nationals largest youth grassroots 
organizing network in the country. 
 
 
 
 

Cordelia Heaney  
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Market Umbrella 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70118 
cordelia@marketumbrella.org 
504.307.9992 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/CrescentCityFarmersMarket/ 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cordelia-heaney-304b7a15/ 
 
Bio:  
Cordelia's career has focused on promoting economic justice 
and gender equity and has bridged a variety of industries, with 
experience in nonprofit management, fundraising, and grants 
development, public policy advocacy and development. 
 



Monica Hurtado  
she/her/ella 
Community Organizer 
Voices for Racial Justice 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55411 
hurtado@voicesforracialjustice.org 
612.701.8412 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Voices4RJ 
 
Twitter: 
'@Voices4RJ 
 
Bio:  
Monica Hurtado has worked with Voices for Racial Justice 
for 8 years where she co-facilitates the Coalition: Racism as 
a Public Health Crisis, a VHK grantee. 
 

Kimberly Ishmael  
she/her/hers 
Policy Campaign Coordinator 
Community Farm Alliance 
Lexington, Kentucky 40514 
kimberly@cfaky.org 
859.457.3177 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
Community Farm Alliance 
 
Twitter: 
farmallianceky 
 
LinkedIn: 
farmallianceky 
 
Bio:  
Kimmie Ishmael works at Community Farm Alliance out of KY 
and focuses on policy and community organizing. 
 

Chris Johnson  
he/him/his 
Prevention and Policy Manager 
American Indian Cancer Foundation 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55413 
cjohnson@aicaf.org 
612.314.4856 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanIndianCancer 
 
Twitter: 
'@AICAF_Org 
 
Bio:  
Chris Johnson is an enrolled member of the Sisseton 
Wahpeton Oyate and is currently the Prevention and 
Policy Manager and Program Grants Specialist where he 
focuses on supporting healthy norms for Indigenous 
communities through culturally tailored policy. 
 

Velvet Johnson  
she/her/hers 
Program Director 
Mississippi Votes 
Jackson, Mississippi 39202 
velvet@msvotes.org 
662.582.1914 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
Velvet Johnson 
Mississippi Votes 
 
Twitter: 
msvotes 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/velvet-johnson-she-her-
554135232/ 
velvetj_ 
 
Bio:  
Velvet, a native of McCool, MS has ingrained herself as the 
Programs Manager at Mississippi Votes, an organization whose 
passion is centered in youth civic engagement that works 
towards cultivating a democracy that reflects the 
demographics of its people. 
 
 
 



Brent Ling  
he/him/his 
Chief of External Affairs 
Wholesome Wave 
Washington, District of Columbia 20001 
brent@wholesomewave.org 
202.427.4994 
 
Social Media: 
Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/wholesomewave 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brentonling/ 
 
Bio:  
Brent Ling is an advocate for health in all policy based in 
Washington, DC. 
 

George Luján  
he/him/his 
Executive Director 
SouthWest Organizing Project 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 
george@swop.net 
505.400.6403 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
'@swopista 
 
Twitter: 
'@swopista 
 
LinkedIn: 
'@swopista 
 
Bio:  
George has served as Executive Director for SWOP for the past 5 
years, after being a staff member since 2009 and a lifelong 
member of the organization.  
 
 
 

Sarah Mann  
she/her/hers 
Sr. Policy Analyst 
American Heart Association 
Superior, Colorado 80027 
sarah.mann@heart.org 
308.289.2643 
 
 
Bio:  
Sarah Mann has been part of the Voices for Healthy Kids 
team for over five years, providing legal TA and supporting 
policy development. 
 

David Masur  
he/him/his 
Executive Director 
PennEnvironment Research and Policy Center, Inc. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19145 
davidmasur@pennenvironment.org 
267.303.8292 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
'@PennEnvironment 
 
Twitter: 
'@PennEnvironment 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pennenvironment-inc 
https://www.instagram.com/pennenvironment/ 
 
Bio:  
David Masur is the Executive Director for PennEnvironment and 
the PennEnvironment Research & Policy Center, spearheading 
the organizations' issue advocacy, civic engagement 
campaigns, and long-term organizational building. 
 
 
 



Allen Mattison  
he/him/his 
Lawyer 
Trister, Ross, Schadler & Gold 
Washington, District of Columbia 20009 
amattison@tristerross.com 
202.427.3833 
 
Social Media: 
Twitter: 
'@Allenmattison 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/allen-mattison-law/ 
'@Almatt88 
 
Bio:  
Allen's a lawyer who helps nonprofit organizations 
maximize their advocacy activities, planning campaigns 
strategically to use various types of funding to get their 
toes right up to the line of what's allowed. 
 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Melluzzo  
she/her/hers 
Manager, Advocacy Grants 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Wilbraham, Massachusetts 1095 
shannon.melluzzo@heart.org 
413.237.1553 
 
 
Bio:  
Shannon is the manager of advocacy grants for Voices for 
Healthy Kids. 
 

Samia Mirza  
she/her/hers 
Managing Director 
We-Collab 
Houston, Texas 77095 
samia@we-collab.com 
832.641.1480 
 
 
Bio:  
Equity consultant with a focus on implementing equity 
strategies. 
 

Elisa Munoz  
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
New Orleans Food Policy Action Council 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70125 
elisa@nolafoodpolicy.org 
504.383.3364 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
facebook.com/nolafoodpolicy 
 
Twitter: 
'@eternallyelise 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elisamunozmiller/ 
'@nolafoodpolicy 
 
Bio:  
Elisa Munoz is a New Orleanian who works to connect policy 
with community in order to make a more just world. 
 
 
 
 



Philip Noyes  
he/him/his 
Policy Research Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Larchmont, New York 10538 
Philip.Noyes@heart.org 
646.369.6738 
 
Bio:  
Phil Noyes is a senior policy analyst for Voices. 
 

Tyler Offerman  
he/they 
Food Justice Organizer 
Kentucky Equal Justice Center 
Lexington, Kentucky 40507 
tyler@kyequaljustice.org 
859.209.0815 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/tyler.e.offerman 
https://www.facebook.com/kyequaljustice 
 
Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/OffermanTyler 
https://twitter.com/KYEqualJustice 
 
 
Bio:  
Tyler lives in Lexington, Kentucky with his wife and son and is 
the Food Justice Organizer with the Kentucky Equal Justice 
Center. 
 
 
 
 

Cristian Pérez  
he/they 
Community Organizer 
Instituto del Desarrollo de la Juventud 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 907 
cristian.perez@juventudpr.org 
939.219.5825 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
'@IDJ.PR 
 
Twitter: 
'@IDJ_PR 
 
LinkedIn: 
Cristian Pérez 
 
Bio:  
Feminist, activist and enthusiast of creating safer and 
healthier spaces for the community. 
 
 
 
 
 

Erica Phung  
she/her/hers 
Director of Policy Engagement 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
San Diego, California 92122 
erica.phung@heart.org 
858.354.5711 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/erica-cacas-phung-5b0220133/ 
 
 
Bio:  
Erica leads the team that provides hands-on field consultation 
and technical support to American Heart Association Staff, 
Voices for Healthy Kids grantees, community-centered 
organizations, and coalitions working to advance public policy 
priorities to add 
 



Shelby Pierce  
she/her/hers 
Instructional Designer 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Sioux City, Iowa 51104 
shelby.pierce@heart.org 
712.898.2405 
 
 
Bio:  
I am a Facilitator and "People Person" 
 

Jessica Presley  
she/her/hers 
Senior Director of Evaluation 
Center for Community Engaged Evaluation, Community Health 
and Research, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 72703 
jpresley@uams.edu 
479.871.6149 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
www.linkedin.com/in/jessica-h-presley 
 
Bio:  
Jessica Presley is director of the Center for Community 
Engaged Evaluation and has collaborated with Voices for 
Healthy Kids over the past year to facilitate and learn from 
community conversations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ali Rahimi  
he/him/his 
Grassroots Advocacy Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Dallas, Texas 75231 
ali.rahimi@heart.org 
469.955.7868 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alinrahimi/ 
 
Bio:  
Ali Rahimi, M.P.H., is the Grassroots Advocacy Manager for 
Voices for Healthy Kids and oversees the initiative's 
grassroots work while assisting campaigns with technical 
assistance, communications, and grassroots strategies. 
 
 

Kathryn Rehner-Sullivan  
she/her/hers 
Government Relations Director 
American Heart Association 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206 
kathryn.rehner-sullivan@heart.org 
601.466.9985 
 
Social Media: 
Twitter: 
'@rehnerkj 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/public-
profile/settings?trk=d_flagship3_profile_self_view_public_profile 
 
Bio:  
I have been working in community organizing and grassroots 
advocacy across Mississippi since receiving my Masters of 
Social Work from The University of Alabama in 2014.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Michael Rouse  
he/him/his 
Community Ambassador 
Wholesome Wave Georgia 
Atlanta, Georgia 30318 
rouse_mike@yahoo.com 
404.543.2415 
 
Bio:  
Community organization who thrives off of connection and 
vulnerability. 
 

John Rumpler  
he/him/his 
Clean Water Program Director 
Environment America Research & Policy Center 
Boston, Massachusetts 2108 
jrumpler@environmentamerica.org 
617.997.8296 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
John Rumpler 
Environment America 
 
Twitter: 
'@JohnRumpler 
'@EnvAm 
 
LinkedIn: 
John Rumpler https://www.linkedin.com/in/johnrumpler/ 
 
Bio:  
Based in Boston, John Rumpler is clean water program director 
for Environment America Research & Policy Center, where he 
coordinates efforts to Get the Lead Out and protect our rivers, 
lakes, and streams from pollution. 
 
 
 

Stephanie Scarmo  
she/her/hers 
Senior Manager, Policy Research 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Brooklyn, New York 11238 
stephanie.scarmo@heart.org 
203.676.5797 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephanie-scarmo-11a8b413/ 
 
Bio:  
Stephanie leads the policy development, research 
technical assistance, and evaluation efforts for Voices for 
Healthy Kids. 
 

Benjamin Schmauss  
he/him/his 
Policy Engagement Manager 
oices for Healthy Kids 
Greenacres, Washington 99016 
schmauss1@gmail.com 
702.408.4208 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/benjamin.paul.56027 
 
Twitter: 
'@benschmauss 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ben-schmauss/ 
 
Bio:  
Ben Schmauss has worked at the American Heart 
Association/VFHK for 13 years and coaches health policy and 
appropriations campaigns across the nation. 
 
 



Will Sellers  
he/him/his 
Executive Director 
Wholesome Wave Georgia 
Atlanta, Georgia 30315 
will@wholesomewavegeorgia.org 
404.219.8551 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/will-sellers-b09a9125/ 
 
Bio:  
Will works with community partners and Neighbors across 
the State of Georgia to address nutrition insecurity to 
support healthier families and communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mahesh Sita  
he/him/his 
Government Relations Director 
American Heart Association 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
mahesh.sita@heart.org 
505.490.5621 
 
 
Bio:  
Mahesh Sita has worked at the American Heart Association for 
over three years as the Government Relations Director in New 
Mexico. 
 

Kathia Sotelo Calderon  
she/her/hers 
Youth Organizer 
Make the Road Nevada 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89119 
kathia.sotelo@maketheroadnv.org 
702.983.0508 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
Make the Road Nevada 
 
Bio:  
I am a youth organizer, DACA recipient, and a first 
generation college graduate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joseph Stacey  
he/him/his 
Mass Base Organizer 
SouthWest Organizing Project 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107 
joseph@swop.net 
928.856.0338 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
Southwest Organizing Project 
 
LinkedIn: 
'@arribanm 
 
Bio:  
Joseph Stacey is of Hopi and Laguna Pueblo nations, an artist, 
and civic engagement organizer in NM for over 15+ years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Stephanie Tama-Sweet  
she/her/hers 
Director, Institutional Relations 
American Heart Association 
Hood River, Oregon 97031 
stephanie.tama-sweet@heart.org 
503.828.8448 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/stephanie.tamasweet 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephanie-tama-sweet-
58a64b7/ 
https://www.instagram.com/stephaniesweetmusic/ 
 
Bio:  
In addition to my first job as mom to three fabulous kids, in 
my professional life, I develop philanthropic partnerships to 
advance and support policies and systems changes that 
improve health. 
 

Rica Trigs  
she/her/hers 
Community Advocacy Advisor 
American Heart Association 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70005 
Rica.Trigs@heart.org 
504.358.1291 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
Rica Trigs 
 
LinkedIn: 
http://www.linkedin.com/in/rica-trigs-45119419 
Rica_Trigs 
 
Bio:  
Rica Trigs has worked at the American Heart Association for 3 
years and serves as Community Advocacy Advisor for the 
Southwest Region as well as policy lead in the New Orleans 
market. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacob Vigil  
he/him/his 
Senior Policy Analyst 
New Mexico Voices for Children 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 
jacob.g.vigil82@gmail.com 
310.435.8650 
 
Social Media: 
Twitter: 
'@decolonial_j 
'@nmvocies 
 
 

April Wallace  
she/her/hers 
Director of Strategic Equity and Thought Partnership 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
april.wallace@heart.org 
313.319.3114 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/aprilwallace01  
 
Bio:  
April is Voices for Healthy Kids lead equity strategist and 
change agent, providing strategic guidance to advance equity 
and make internal and external  policies, practices, and 
culture, more anti-racist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Candace Weber  
she/her/hers 
Director of Partnerships 
Louisiana Policy Institute for Children 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70820 
cweber@policyinstitutela.org 
225.377.9808 
 
Social Media: 
LinkedIn: 
linkedin.com/in/cnweber08 
 
Bio:  
Candace Weber is Director of Partnerships at the Louisiana 
Policy Institute for Children where she is responsible for 
deepening and developing relationships among 
stakeholders and early childhood champions across the 
ecosystem. 
 

Melicia Whitt Glover  
she/her/hers 
President & CEO 
Gramercy Research Group & Council on Black Health 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27106 
mwhittglover@gramercyresearch.com 
336.423.8240 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
'@councilbh 
 
Twitter: 
'@DrWhittGlover 
'@CouncilBH 
 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/melicia-whitt-glover-34bb08b/ 
'@council_bh 
 
Bio:  
Melicia Whitt-Glover is Executive Director of the Council on 
Black Health and President & CEO of Gramercy Research 
Group; both organizations are focused on improving health in 
Black communities through addressing policy, systems, and 
environmental changes 
 

Robin Williams  
she/her/hers 
Campaign Coordinator 
NAACP 
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772 
robinw327@gmail.com 
301.456.4676 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
Robin Williams 
Maryland State NAACP 
Twitter: 
MSCNAACP 
LinkedIn: 
MSCNAACP 
MSCNAACP 
 
 
Bio:  
National worker, civil rights and Equity policy activist. 
National Board of Directors, NAACP, Samuel DeWitt Proctor 
Conference and Black Womens Roundtable. 
 

Jessica Yamauchi  
she/her/hers 
Chief Executive Officer 
Hawaii Public Health Institute 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
jessica@hiphi.org 
808.391.2473 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
Jessica Yamauchi 
Hawaii Public Health Institute 
Twitter: 
'@hubforhealth 
LinkedIn: 
Jessica Yamauchi 
jessyamauchi 
 
 
Bio:  
Jessica Yamauchi has been the director/CEO of the Hawaii 
Public Health Institute since 2012 and has focused on policy 
and systems changes aimed to reduce chronic disease, public 
health workforce development, and covid19 response efforts. 
 



Layla Zaidane  
she/her/hers 
President & CEO 
Millennial Action Project 
Washington, District of Columbia 20010 
layla.zaidane@millennialaction.org 
914.325.0586 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/MillennialActionProject/ 
Twitter: 
'@layla_says 
'@MActionProject 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/layla-zaidane-92b7b126/ 
 
Bio:  
Layla Zaidane is the President & CEO of the Millennial 
Action Project, working with over 1,600 Millennial and Gen Z 
elected leaders in Congress and state legislatures to bridge 
divides and strengthen our democracy. 
 

Jennifer Zimmer  
she/her/hers 
National Organizing Director 
RepresentUs 
Greensboro, North Carolina 27403 
JZimmer@Represent.us 
678.492.8100 
 
Social Media: 
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/RepresentUs/ 
Twitter: 
'@representus 
LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jennymarienau/ 
 
Bio:  
Jenny Zimmer has spent her career building local, state and 
national organizing programs that mobilize people to tackle 
corruption, take on the climate crisis, and hold politicians 
accountable for serving the people. 
 

Andres Connell  
he/him/his 
VP of Programs & Public Policy 
Hispanic Unity of Florida 
 

Amanda Fernandes  
she/her/hers 
Policy and Advocacy Director 
Hawaii Public Health Institute 
 
 

Chajuanna Gathers  
she/her/hers 
Women and Youth Coordinator 
YWCA 
 

Mekenzie Gear  
she/her/hers 
Program Coordinator 
Wholesome Wave Georgia 
 

Jenna Gorton  
she/her/hers 
Intern 
Community Action 
 

Claudia Goytia  
she/her/hers 
Policy Engagement Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
 
 

Andrea Guarnero  
she/her/hers 
Executive Assistant 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
 
 

Jasmine Hooper  
she/her/hers 
Community Advocacy Director 
American Heart Association 
 
 

Ifeomasinachi Ike  
she/her/hers 
Founder & Chief Equity Weaver 
Pink Cornrows 
 

Yui Iwase  
she/her/hers 
Associate Advocacy Analyst 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
 
 



Sarah Rivin  
she/her/hers 
Government Relations Director 
American Heart Association 
 
 

NaDa Shoemaker  
she/her/hers 
Advocacy Partnership Manager 
Voices for Healthy Kids 
 
 

Kelcie Silvio  
she/her/hers 
Policy Analyst 
Voices for Georgia's Children 
 
 

Carla Smith  
she/her/hers 
Vice President 
American Heart Association 
 

Peyton Stacy  
she/her/hers 
Director of Policy & Grant Administration 
Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy 
 
 

Erica Thompson  
she/her/hers 
Executive Director 
Magnolia Medical Foundation 
 
 

 


